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But at length an opportunity for striking a blow at
the rival House presented itself, and Hoseyn did not
hesitate to avail himself of it. He was invited to foiij
an insurrection which lad broken out at Kufa, the
most mutinous and fickle of all the cities of the empire;
and he set out with his family and friends, to the
number of one hundred souls, and an escort of five
hundred horsemen, to join the insurgents. As he drew
nigh to Kiifa, he discovered that the rising had been
suppressed by the " Ommiade JJ governor of the city,
and that the country round him was hostile instead
of loyal to him. And now there came out from
Kiifa an army of 4,000 horse, who surrounded the
little body of travellers, and cut them off alike from
the city and the river. Hoseyn vainly besought his
enemies to give him leave to return to the retirement
he had always preferred at Medina. His entreaties
were disregarded, and, seeing death lay inevitably
before him, he begged his little band of followers to
secure their own safety in flight: but they were men
of the true Arab mettle, and, staunch to the death,
stood up to the overwhelming forces arrayed against
their leader. A series of single combats, in which
Hoseyn and his followers displayed heroic courage,
ended in the death of the Imam and the men who
were with him, and the enslaving of the women and
children. How desperate was the fortitude, how ter-
rible the anguish, of the " Family of the Tent" on
this fatal field of Kerbela, will be seen in analysing
the drama which represents this tragical history.
Such is the bare outline of the misfortunes of